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UNCLAS GENEVA 6076 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC: ITEM 7. SYG WALDHEIM'S REMARKS AT OPENING 
OF THE SESSION - REACTIONS 

1 . SYG WALDHEIM'S PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENERGY 
INSTITUTE WITHIN THE UN MET RESERVED BUT GENERALLY POSITIVE 
REACTION IN THE PLENARY GENERAL DEBATE. THE IAEA SPOKE STRONGLY 

IN FAVOR OF NUCLEAR POWER APPARENTLY IN RESPONSE TO SYG'S COMMENTS 
ON THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. ADDRESSING THE PROPOSAL 
AS A WHOLE, THE PHILIPPINES AND AUSTRIA EXPRESSED UNRESERVED 
SUPPORT, THE ONLY TWO DELEGATIONS TO DO SO. FRANCE, 

CANADA, GREECE, YEMEN, JAMAICA AND UGANDA WELCOMED SERIOUS CON- 
SIDERATION OF THE PROPOSAL, THESE STATEMENTS OFTEN ACCOMPANIED 
BY A WILLINGNESS TO EXAMINE THE PROPOSAL MORE IN DEPTH. ITALY 
SUPPORTED THE IDEA OF AN INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY WHILE 
SWEDEN NOTED IT WAS UP TO THE UN TO LEAD THE WAY TO FURTHER 
PROGRESS ON ENERGY. IN A TREND WHICH EMERGED TOWARD THE END OF 
GENERAL DEBATE, IRAQ, TUNISIA, AND NIGERIA ALL IMPLICITLY CRITI- 
CIZED THE PROPOSAL. SAYING THAT ENERGY SHOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED 
IN "ISOLATION" BUT RATHER SHOULD BE SEEN AS INEXTRICABLY BOUND 
TO OTHER RESOURCES. MATERIALS, AND PROBLEMS. 
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2. COMMENT. IT IS CLEAR FROM THE ABOVE THAT THE G-77 ARE FAR 
FROM UNITED IN THEIR APPROACH TO WALDHEIM'S PROPOSALS (AS MAY 
ALSO BE SAID FOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES). THE DELEGATION BELIEVES, 
HOWEVER, THAT THERE WILL BE NO GENERAL ENERGY DISCUSSION AT THIS 
ECOSOC. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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